CDF International Finance Committee Meeting (November 7, 2008)

-------------------------------------------------------------

Attendance:  Bock (FNAL-PPD), Ferroni (INFN), Guibellino (INFN - video) , Fumi Yukagawa (Tsukuba, Japan-CDF, video), Konigsberg (U. Florida-CDF), Lancaster (UK-CDF-video), Lucchesi (Padova-CDF), Kim (FNAL-directorate-CDF),Pitts (Illinois – CDF), White(FNAL-CD), Riska (Finland-CDF),  Ristori (INFN Pisa CDF), Roser (FNAL-CDF), Snider (FNAL-CD), Warburton (Toronto, Canada – CDF - Video).

Apologies: Muller (Karlsruhe – CDF), Ruiz (Switzerland - CDF), Kim (Korea – CDF)
CDF International Finance Committee Meeting

Time: Friday, November 7, 2008 
Location: Snakepit, 2nd Floor NE Corner, Wilson Hall 
Agenda and Talks: 

	   Time    
	Topic 
	Speaker 
	   Talk    

	09:00 
	CDF Detector Operations Status and Physics Highlights 
	J. Konigsberg 
	pdf 

	09:45 
	Welcome and Lab Perspective 
	Young-Kee Kim 
	

	10:15 
	Operations Budget and Plans 
	R. Roser 
	ppt 

	10:30 
	Break 
	
	

	11:00 
	Computing Highlights, Status, and Plans 
	D. Lucchesi 
	pdf 

	11:45 
	Computing Budget 
	R. Snider 
	pdf 

	12:00 
	Statements from Agencies & Discussions 
	All 
	

	12:30 
	Working Lunch 
	
	

	13:30 
	Adjourn 
	
	


All talks are available at:
http://www-cdf.fnal.gov/physics/ifc/2008-11-07/
Kim – Welcome/Fermilab: Operations and Outlook 

The current political climate creates significant uncertainty for all of US Science and Fermilab suffers from that.  There is a strong desire to run the tevatron through 2010 by the lab and the DOE.  The unknown is whether the budget will exist to do this.  Things should become a lot more clear in March 2009 as to how 2009 will look and prospects for 2010.
 

Jaco Konigsberg: CDF Detector Operations Status and Physics Highlights
 Collaboration had a very successful 2008 -- ~60 new results at the summer conference most using 3 fb-1 of data.  CDF presented 14 Wine and Cheese talks in 2008, ~1/3 of all talks.  CDF submitted 51 papers to PRD/PRL this past year and no sign of slowing down in 2009.  Management team remains vibrant with strong international participation.  Tevatron delivered 1.8 fb-1 of data this year and continues to set records.  Argument was made that we will reach the luminosity goals if we run the machine.  Jaco pointed out a number of compelling physics results including high precision top mass, observation of all the diboson states, discovery potential for single top, significant improvements in Higgs sensitivity as well as the first Tevatron exclusion of S.M. Higgs.
Rob Roser: Operations Budget and Plans. 
 CDF Detector operations spent its full request this year.  Budget request for 2009 is about 10% less than 2008.  Costs are holding steady – the big difference between 2008 and 2009 is just number of weeks of operation and the cost of consumables like flammable gas etc.  CDF for the 2nd year in a row put ~$1M toward its guests and visitors supporting 60 people to come to the lab and participate in the operation of the experiment.  Most of those individuals were non-US.   Participation on CDF remains strong in terms of people – the author list for 2009 showed little change from 2008.   Total cost for 2008 (including computing) came in a bit over budget – as a result, there will be no credit this year as their was this past year.  The agreed upon “tax/PhD” will be $6008.
Donatella Lucchesi: Computing Highlights, Status, and Plans
Donatella discussed success of offline program.  The strategy to implement a 1 pass data processing model and make the data available has been very successfully implemented and the offline group continues to keep up with the data and make it available to the physics groups in a timely fashion.    Donatella also pointed out that CDF is making good use of GRID resources and that its MC strategy relies on the GRID.
Rick Snider: Computing Budget 
 
Computing expenditures for the past year were on target with a $1.3M actual.  The FY09 budget projection is for $1.4M.  Expenditures are holding steady and we have the core computing we need for CDF to be successful.
Scrutiny:  Paolo Giubellino – chair of the scrutiny group.
 

Paolo met with the CDF team for about an hour using a video link.  The meeting occurred a few days prior to the IFC meeting.  In this discussion, we reviewed the spreadsheets and available documentation.  CDF continues to make the job easy by maintaining a relatively stable level of costs and number of people. CDF operating costs are dropping at about 10% per year.  Last year CDF actual costs were very close to those requested.
Significant purchases that were not in the budget last year were two.   CDF purchased a new diesel powered generator to replace an aging and failing unit.  The total cost of this was about $100k in terms of materials and installation labor.  Second, the FY08 accelerator shutdown was cancelled.  Thus the experiment ran about 12 weeks longer than expected.  The costs of tapes, cryogens, and flammable gas reflect this change.

No significant new expenditures are expected in FY09.  The detector is in good shape and there is no reason to question its operation through FY10.

Paolo also noted that the Collaboration has been very cooperative in this process.

In turn, the CDF collaboration appreciates very much the efforts of the Scrutiny Group and especially those of Paolo, the Chair.
Comments from Funding Agencies:
 

Japan (Fumi Yukagawa) 

The experiment is continuing to produce great results and this will continue. They encourage the lab to run through 2010;  it will be very important. To be successful, the lab needs to support the experiments and not just commit to providing the beam.  Two new PhD students will be arriving in May.  Interest in CDF is still very high in Japan.  Pointed out the Japanese contributions as listed in Roser’s slides was off by a factor of 3-4.  (Roser will update once he gets the correct number – agrees there is a problem)
INFN (Nando Ferroni) 

Nando said that INFN likes very much what CDF is doing.  CDF is making important contributions to the field and the Italian collaborators are quite visible, holding numerous leadership positions on the experiment.  He expects Italian contributions to continue.  He points out that there are more PhD students in Italy than what are currently working on CDF and will encourage Italian faculty to do a better job of promoting what CDF has to offer.  Rome may decrease substantially but other groups will remain strong.

In terms of the budget – he expects CDF to drop by about 10%. Italy is not willing to pay two “head tax” for a single individual.  Thus, some Italians will have to decide where they want to spend the majority (>70%) of their time.  As a result, he expects funding for CDF to drop by 5-10%.  INFN fellowships that allowed 3 people to recently come to CDF and to participate locally for 18 months will probably not be available this coming year to CDF.

He will report to Groupo Uno that faculty should encourage senior students to consider analyzing CDF data for a thesis until the LHC is up and running.

UK Groups (Mark Lancaster)

The intent is to stay involved. CDF program was reviewed in 2008.  TEV program came out well and was ranked in the upper end of funding options in the UK.  UK fully committed through April 2010.  They will know in 2009 what the situation will be beyond that.  Expectation is for senior staff to stay engaged through the end of Tevatron running but that no new students will be coming to the experiment.  UK allows Ph.D.’s on MC data and new students will be going that route until there is real LHC data.
Finland (Dan Riska Olof)

They are very pleased. Tuula graduated and is now a CERN fellow and post doc Nick van Remortel is now a faculty member at Antwerp.  Currently there are 3 active students on analysis.  He expects 4 FTEs active on analysis for the coming year and wants to stay very involved through 2010.
