Book Presentation 
THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 6:00 p.m. 

Istituto Italiano di Cultura 

Beppe Severgnini, An Italian in American. Trans. G. Watson. Milano: Rizzoli, 2001. 

"This book is the product of prolonged inexperience. It's the story of a year spent in the United States, a country, as I came to realize, that you are completely unprepared for when you arrive. Everything I had learnt in the course of many previous visits was no help at all. The American news we are bombarded with in Europe is like having a searchlight shine directly into your eyes: there's plenty of light but you can't see anything. Ordinary America - the country you enter as you come out of the airport, unless you're particularly unfortunate - is one of the world's best kept secrets." 

This is the first paragraph of 1995 Beppe Severgnini's bestseller "Un Italiano in America", recently translated into English. Mike McGuire, former correspondent in Rome and now Deputy Managing Editor for National and International News of the Chicago Tribune, will introduce the author, and present this pleasant and surprising travel book. Severgnini's smooth and witty writing led Italians to discover an unexpected America, and will lead Americans to look at themselves with a sharp and intelligent foreign gaze. 

Beppe Severgnini is a journalist of Il Corriere della Sera and Italian correspondent of The Economist. He is author of a number of successful books among which Inglesi (1990), L'inglese. Lezioni semiserie (1992), Italiani si diventa (1998), Il Manuale dell'imperfetto viaggiatore (2000). 

The presentation will be in English. Admission is free. Limited capacity. First come first served. Refreshments will follow. 
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